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Washington DC

Augus t 29, 1985

SOVIET TRIP CONCLUDED

WIT~

SUCCESS. As many know, your Congressman travelled on beha1

of the House Committee on Agriculture to the Soviet Union earlier this month at the
invitation of the Soviet Parliament.
We visited four major cities and areas:

Leningrad and Moscow, which are well

known cities--and we made stops in the city of Kiev in the Ukrainian Republic and
in the city of Tashkent in the Uzbek Republic.
We held extensive talks with high-level Soviet agriculture leaders and
officia1s--and spoke with representatives of Friendship Societies, Museums and
patriotic expositions fron one end to the other on our itinerary.

Some of mY talks

were in Russian--and they might have been courteous, but they said I spoke it well.
Our systems of government and life style are quite different--and we hope our
trip accomplished the important objective of familiarizing each country with the
other.

Through contact there is knowledge--and through knowledge hopefully we build

mutual understanding.

We also hope we made at least a small contribution to the

positive atmosphere our President Reagan and Mr Gorbachev need for their meeting.
And we established the necessary contact for our continued trade in agriculture.
#
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TRADE CREDIT FOR FARM PURCHASES.

#

#

#

#

#

South Texas farm producers are familiar with the

USDA export credit program called "GSM-102" wherebyU S exports can be expanded by
stimulating U S bank financing of foreign purchases on credit terms of up to three
years where the buyer's bank issues an irrevocable letter of credit on the commodity.
This helps especially when a country is waivering over whether to go ahead with a
U S purchase--this GSM-102 credit program makes it more attractive to

.~'JY

Anerican."

Now we have another credit-related program in this vein. Mr A Lee Morse of the
Texas Grain & Feed Association has been approved by the Foreign Credit Insurance
Association to offer on behalf of the Export-Import Bank a new umbrella export credit
policy available for use by members of TGFA.

This new export credit program will

complement and in many ways improve upon the standard GSM-102 program of USDA.
This is good news for Texans and we wish Mr Morse all the best in this new trade
generating enterprise.
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SERVICE ACADEMIES AND COLLEGE IN 1986. For those High School Seniors who will be
meeting with their guidance counselors this Fa", your Congressman would like to
remind you that if you would like mv nomination for freshman class entry in one of ou
military service academies for classes beginning in July 1986, you should contact my
office as soon as possible.

There are always many requirements to fulfill and forms

to complete--and the quiLker you get in touch with my Washington office, the better
are our chances for satisfying Academy rules.

The deadline for providing me with

all required information is December 31, 1985.
And for those High School Seniors who are looking at colleges and universities
around the U S. my office is also available to assist you in finding financial assistance from the U S Department of Education. The DOE sponsors 5 financial aid program
Pell Grants (the largest of the 5 programs), Supplemental Educational Opportunity
Grants. College Work-Study program. National Direct Student Loans, and the Guaranteed
Student Loans/PLUS Loans program.
Depending on whether you wish to borrow as an undergraduate or graduate student.
amounts can vary from $2.000 to $5,000 per year.

Some of the aid is in the form of

grants--and some in the form of low interest rate loans.

I can get you the necessary

application forms and help the process along if you contact my Washington office.
Back in the 1960·s. I compiled a mimeographed book of financial aid sources
for college-bound young-adults.

It contained scholarship information on the U S

Office of Education. the major Veterans' organizations and non-profit associations
who offered financial assistance of some sort.

But when the government started

printing jazzy glossed pamphlets on this subject--I quit. figuring no need to
compete:

I just wanted

m¥

constituents to have the information. And you can still

get the help by contacting me in my Washington office.
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NOTES FOR SOUTH TEXAS FISHERMEN. Last month. the U S Fish and Wildlife Service
made it final that fishing will be permitted in certain Texas wildlife refuges-and I pass this information along for our area sporting enthusiasts.
Effective August 22. 1985. fishing is permitted from April 15 through October 15
from sunrise to sunset. in the Aransas National Wildlife Refuge. Access by foot to
the bays is permitted only at designated points of entry to the refuge--and boat
launchings from refuge land is not allowed.
Fishing and crabbing are permitted on designated areas of the Laguna Atascosa
NWR on the condition that fishing is done by pole and line. rod and reel. or hand-hel
Tine. Bait may be taken with cast nets. Crabs may be taken only with dip net,
setline, hand-held line. gig or crab trap.
The U S Fish and Wildlife Service recently completed a lengthy study on the
compatibility of sport fishing with the purposes of the refuge system. Similar
announcements have been made for wildlife refuges all over the country.
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VISITORS FROM SOUTH TEXAS. Mr and Mrs Javier (Jake) Margo and family of Rio Grande
City; Mr and Mrs Jerry L King and family of McAllen.
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